
Mentoring Youth in 
Dakota County 

for 50+ years

 Kids 'n Kinship provides friendships to youth ages 5-16 in need of a positive adult role model.

2024 Highlights 
We made 14 new matches, and 17 pen pal
matches for a total of 31 matches served!
Our mentors and volunteers donated 3,986
hours for a combined value of $133,506.21!
The second  Mark Carter Scholarship was
awarded to mentee, Adler Tyburski. 
Kinship was chosen for the Target Circle
program, a special charitable giving campaign.
The annual Camp Streefland outing had more
than 130 people enjoying a grilled meal, rock
climbing, archery, canoeing and free books.

Match Story
Noah and Mark have been matched for two years. From
both being shy at first to now hanging out, sharing and
having fun, their relationship has grown and they hope
it never ends and gets even stronger. Noah is thoughtful
and has a generous and loving spirit, as shown by how
he helps prepare meals and how he talks about his
family and the world around him. 

Mark says that being chosen by Noah to be his mentor
was one of the best things that has happened to him.

2024 Fundraising
Sunday Fun Day at Grand Slam - April
77 Kids ‘n Kinship mentors, mentees and family
played free of charge at Grand Slam supported by
Wings Financial Credit Union, sponsors and the
online silent auction.

Rick Anderson’s Bike Sale - May
The community came out in full force to support
Rick Anderson’s 16th annual bike sale at Dick’s
Valley Service on Saturday, May 11. More than 470
bikes were sold, generating $65,479 for the Kids ‘n
Kinship and DARTS nonprofit organizations.  Thank
you to the bike mechanics who donated so much
time to get the bikes ready!

Christian Elder Memorial Ride - June
Seven riders and two support drivers finished another
amazing bike ride in the 19th annual Merchants Bank
CEM 900. Participants rode along the Root River Trail
and Harmony Preston Valley State Trail in SE Minnesota.
We celebrated on Thursday, June 13 at Merchants Bank.
Thanks to Merchants, Elder-Jones, Single-Ply Systems
and everyone who donated to this successful fundraiser
that raised $37,000. 

Funfest - October
We had 89 attendees at our Funfest event at Antlers
Park Pavilion in Lakeville on Sunday, October 13. The
afternoon was filled with games and activities like a hula
hoop contest, spaghetti & marshmallow building,
balloon animals, a putting green and outdoor games.
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Thank You 2024 Donors
Companies
Aldi, Inc.
Ameriprise Financial Inc.
Andersen Corp.
Bell Bank Mortgage
Black Brilliance, Inc.
Blue Cross Blue Shield of MN
Caribou Coffee
Castle Rock Bank
Community Health
Dakota Electric Assn.
Dick’s Valley Service, Inc.
Dr. Jennifer Orthodontics
Elder Jones
General Dynamics
Knutson Partnership 
Construction
Lakeview Bank
Let’s Dish!
Media Relations Agency
Merchants Bank, Apple Valley
Microsoft Company
Mindful Asset Planning
MN Energy Resources
Omni Brewing Co.
Simpson Mfg. Co -  Strong Tie
SKB Environmental Inc.
Superior Service Center
T-Rex Cookies
The Standard
Think Mutual Bank, Rochester
Thomson Reuters
Threads of Hope Counseling
Webb Financial Group
Wings Financial Credit Union
Xcel Energy Newport

Organizations
All Saints Lutheran Church
American Legion Post 1776,
Apple Valley
Dakota Co. Elks #2832
Grace Lutheran Church
Heart Ministries
Lions: Burnsville,  Eagan, 
Lakeville, Savage
MAVA
Office of Justice YIP Grant
Rotaries: Apple Valley,
Burnsville & Lunch Club,
Eagan Kickstart
Sharing Christmas Shopping Spree 

Fundraising
Amazon Smile
Christian Elder Memorial Ride
Rick’s Bike Sale

Foundations
3M Foundation
Monte & Lisa Amundson 
Charitable Fund
JG/LN Charitable Fund/Lesa
Balhorn
Kopp Family 
Linda Harty Foundation
Schenian Family Foundation
Davie & Lisa Smith Family Fund
Spangler Giving Fund
Wisconsin Public Service
Foundation

Donors
Jean Abbott
Barb Andersen
Johnathon D. Anderson
Karen Anderson
Rick & Lise Anderson
Lesa Balhorn
Bridget Bataglia
Paul Beckman
Kristen & Thomas Behan
Jan & Dave Belmore
Scott Berres
Nic Bonewell
Monica Brown
Beth Burgstahler
Jody Bylund
Joel & Kris Carberry
Bruce D. Christensen
Jordan Crockett
Alicia D. & Shaun R. Crudup
Kenneth Dean
Laura Dille
Diane Dodd
Mitch Dosser
John & Sherry Elder
Ryan Engelstad
Cheryl Fox
Jeffrey & Dianne Frick
Sara Glasby
Brad & Nancy Gluth
James & Nellie Gosh
Kelly Gramer
Tim Greife
Donna Griffith
Allison Gunther
Mary Hamann
Linda Harty
Chris Headrick

Nancy Hemmah
Amber Hess
Todd Hoopingarner
Allen Hoppe
Michelle Hunt
Larry Jensen
Monica Jensen
Jocelyn Johnson
Paul Johnson
Dawn Kepler
Karen Kitchel
Paul & Christine Knirk
Karla & Allan Kosel
Moira Webster/Bob
Larranaga
Amy Larson
Michael & Robyn Larson
Leah Lencowski
Jeff & Kathy Lundin
Lauren Lupkowski
Patty Lupkowski
Sheryl Lyke
Megan Malagani
Ron & Linda Martinez
Martin Meese
Sarah Miller
Linda Morris
Logan Mortenson
Joe Mueller
George Narog
Scott & Vicky Nordeen
David & Barbara Olson
Mike & Lisa Pelzel
Patti Perfetti
Jerod Petersen
Moriah Peterson
Luann Phillipich (in memory)
Michelle Pryor

Paul & Marcella Petersen
Jack & Kara Rasmussen
Mike Reardon
Christine Reiten
Calvin & Kristin Robertson
Jason & Stacey Rudoy
Krystyn & Mark Rupp
Jay & Darcy Saterbak
Celia Schmidt
S. Schmidt
Jill Schlofer
Lisa Seccombe
Marcia Seebart
Jill Schlofer
Amy & Russ Smith
Cheryl & Jeff Spangler
Christine Ewald & Jason Steen
Emil Jr. & Karen Stichka
Kerry & Marc Stok
Kirsten & Gordon Storlie
Thu Svboda
Joshua Tanner
Maria Tarpinian
Kevin Tholen
Mark Thome 
Laurie Thulien
Diane Tran
Jeff Tuthill
Nick Varien
Christa Waldorf
Agnes Walker
Thomas Walker
Shawn Walls
Lisa & Matthew Wendt
Byron & Karen Wertz
James & Sherry Wood
Tedros Yoseph
Rita Younger

Karla Kosel, President
Blue Cross Blue Shield

Allison Gunther, Secretary
Target 

Scott Nordeen, Treasurer
BGM

Heather Champine
Media Relations
Nicole Krenner
3M
Stacey Rudoy
IT Consultant
Shawn Walls
Minnesota Energy

Alicia D. Crudup
Executive Director

Jerod Petersen
Program Manager

Silas Means, Jr.
Recruitment Coord.

Moriah Peterson
Program Specialist

Kerry Stok
Project Manager 

Kara Rasmussen
Project Coord.

Board Staff


