
Mentoring Youth in 
Dakota County 

for 50+ years

 Kids 'n Kinship provides friendships to youth ages 5-16 in need of a positive adult role model.

2023 Highlights 
*NEW Director* Alicia Crudup started in May
after the retirement of Jan Belmore.
We made 23 new matches, and 5 pen pal
matches for a total of 99 matches served!
Our mentors and volunteers donated 6,408
hours for a combined value of $214,603.92!
The first ever Mark Carter Scholarship was
awarded to Ny’Eishiea Mathis, a mentee in the
program. Mark Carter was a long-time mentor
who left a bequest to Kids ‘n Kinship.

Match Story
Thank you for making a difference in the lives of local
youth like Jessika. Jessika’s mom says “Ms. Lucita has
become part of our family. Jessika has excelled in school.
She no longer is in special education. She is in
mainstream classes with an extra small group on the side
for reading and writing. Prior to the match, Jessika had
lots of physical and emotional behaviors at school. Those
have all completely gone away. At conferences at the
beginning of November she was described as ‘Mature,
model student, hardworking, caring, and empathetic’
Jessika has always been a very emotional child. Those
emotions are much more regulated and expressed in
acceptable ways since the match.

2023 Fundraising
Loop the Lakes - April
More than 80 participants were in attendance for the walk.
We raised more than $10k. The Eagan Lions Club, Scott
Nordeen, Dale & Bette Schenian, and Wings Financial were
all promotional sponsors for the event.

Christian Elder Memorial Ride - June
It was the 18th year for John Elder and his cyclist team. The
CEM has grown from three riders and one support driver in
2006 to 11 riders and four support drivers in 2023 raising
$37,000! We thank the donors, riders, drivers, Merchants
Bank of Apple Valley and Media Relations for their
contributions!

Rick Anderson’s Bike Sale - July
Families came to shop 528 bikes. They purchased around
473 bikes at Superior Service in Apple Valley. The
refurbished bikes ranged in price from $30 to $500. The
sale benefited both DARTS and Kids ‘n Kinship received
more than $32,700.  

12th Gala – September 
The Gala themed “Be A Part of Their Story” was held at
Glenhaven Event Center, Farmington. WCCO TV’s Reg
Chapman returned to emcee. Awards given to: Stacey
Rudoy for the Heart of Kinship, Naomi Kileen for the Friend
of Kinship, Wings Credit Union for our Community Partner,
and the traveling Janet Lekson Award was presented to
Cheryl Spangler This year’s Gala raised over $43,900

2023 Annual Report



Thank You 2023 Donors
Companies
Ameriprise 
   Financial Inc.
Bell Bank Mortgage
Blue Cross Blue 
   Shield of MN
Caribou Coffee
Castle Rock Bank
Community Health
Dr. Jennifer
   Orthodontics
Elder Jones
General Dynamics
Let’s Dish!
MAVA
Merchants Bank,
  Apple Valley
Microsoft Company
Simpson Mfg. Co - 
 Strong Tie
SKB Environmental
   Inc.
Superior Collision &
   Paint Center
Think Mutual Bank,
   Rochester
Thomson Reuters
Threads of Hope
   Counseling
Xcel Energy

Organizations
All Saints Church
American Legion &
   Auxiliary, Apple Valley
Dakota Co. Elks #2832
Lions: Burnsville,  Eagan, 
   Savage
Rotaries: Apple Valley,
   Burnsville & Lunch Club,
   Eagan Kickstart
Grace Lutheran Church
Office of Justice YIP Grant

Fundraising
Amazon Smiles
Annual Bowlathon
Annual Gala & Silent Auction
Christian Elder Memorial Ride
Rick’s Bike Sale

Foundations
3M
Kopp Family 
Schenian Family Fdtn
Wisconsin Public Service Fdn

Donors
Dawn Albrecht
Alicia D. Crudup
Barb Andersen
Karen Anderson
Rick & Lise Anderson
Bridget Bataglia
Paul Beckman
Jan & Dave Belmore
Scott Berres
Brad & Amy Gluth Bonewell
Jody Bylund
Joel & Kris Carberry
Laura Dille
John & Sherry Elder
Ryan Engelstad
Jeffrey & Dianne Frick
Sara Glasby
Brad & Nancy Gluth
Allison Gunther
Linda Harty
Chris Headrick
Amber Hess
Todd Hoopingarner
Allen Hoppe
Michelle Hunt
Monica Jensen
Paul Johnson

Dawn Kepler
Karen Kitchel
Paul & Christine Knirk
Karla & Allan Kosel
Moira Webster 
 Larranaga & Bob
 Larranaga
Amy Larson
Leah Lencowski
Jeff & Kathy Lundin
Patty Lupkowski
Megan Malagani
Martin Meese
Sarah Miller
Linda Morris
Logan Mortenson
Lesa Neugent
Scott & Vicky Nordeen
David & Barbara Olson
Mike & Lisa Pelzel
Patti Perfetti
Moriah Peterson
Christine Reiten
Stacy Rudoy
Jay & Darcy Saterbak
Celia Schmidt
S. Schmidt

Jill Schlofer
Lisa Seccombe
Amy & Russ Smith
Cheryl & Jeff Spangler
Christine Ewald & Jason Steen
Kerry & Mark Stok
Kirsten & Gordon Storlie
Maria Tarpinian
Kevin Tholen
Mark Thome 
Nick Varien
Agnes Walker
Thomas Walker
Lisa & Matthew Wendt
Byron & Karen Wertz
Tedros Yoseph
Rita Younger

Karla Kosel, President
Blue Cross Blue Shield
Ryan Engelstad, Vice President
Baker Tilly
Scott Nordeen, Treasurer
BGM
Nicole Krenner, Secretary
3M

Heather Champine
Media Relations
Allison Gunther
Target 
Stacey Rudoy
IT Consultant
Shawn Walls
Minnesota Energy

Alicia D. Crudup
Executive Director
Jerod Petersen
Program Manager
Moriah Peterson
Program Specialist
Silas Means, Jr.
Recruitment Coordinator

Kerry Stok
Project Manager 
Kara Rasmussen
Project Coordinator

Board Staff


