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14870 Granada Ave. #127
Apple Valley, MN 55124

952-892-6368
www.kidsnkinship.org

Jan Belmore — Director
Email: jbkinship@aol.com
Phone: 952-892-6368

Rita Younger — Program Coordinator
Email: rykinship@aol.com
Phone: 651-686-0990

Dawn Scouton — Kinship Trainer
Email: scoutonwrap@comcast.net
Phone: 952-250-9308

Ingrid Henry— Kinship Coordinator
Email: ihkinship@aol.com
Phone: 952-891-3885

Kids ‘n Kinship’s mission is to provide
friendships to children ages 5-16 who
are in need of a positive adult role model.
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SUMMER OUTING

Join us for hiking, canoeing, swimming,
archery,
wall climbing and supper together!

Wednesday August 18th, 2010 __)
5:30 — 8:30 pm e/
YMCA Camp Streefland =
11490 Klamath Trail (/
Lakeville, MN 55044
952-435-2859

In order to be admitted, you MUSFe-register

by Wednesday, August 11 Call 952-892-

6368; leave name, phone, and number of people
attending with your party.

Who can attend?Volunteers/children who are
matched and their families, waiting list children
and their parent and siblings who live in the
household.

Bring: Swimsuits, Towels, Lifejackets, etc. (no
cutoffs or floatation devices allowed in the pool,
life jackets are okay)Children must be with an
adult at all times.

Parents please note- at our outings, we take
photos for use in our newsletter, website and
possibly other venues. Please inform us if you
do not want your child’s photo and first name
used.

Mentors and families- may bring donations of
new and used winter coats, hats and mittens to
the Summer Outing. We will deliver them to the
Salvation ArmyCoats for Kidgprogram.



From the Director

What an amazing year we’ve got going! If the first
6 months of the year are any indication, Kids ‘n
Kinship is going to have a banner year!

*We have had multiple successful fundraisers; the
online Network for Good giving page, Moose Mile

for Dan Carey, Rick Anderson’s Bike Sale and the
5" Annual Christian Elder Memorial Charity Ride —
combined they have raised over $33,400!

*We've launched a Facebook page to better connect

and communicate with our participants and to find
new friends!

*The program staff and Board of Directors have
worked diligently on multiple quality improvement
strategies,

and the best news of all?

*20 youth have been matched into new mentoring
relationships. Last year the number for the entire
year was 23 matches, so we are well on our way to
a record year.

We are grateful for the wonderful people who
surround the program and consider ourselves lucky
to be a part of it all!

With sincere appreciation,
Jan Belmore

United Way Donor Choice

Watch your employee news for the United Way
Pledge drive. Kids ‘n Kinship does not receive
United Way grants, but is eligible to be writterais
“Donor or Designated Choice.” Please be sure to
write “Kids ‘n Kinship”, not just Kinship, on your
donation card. Thanks!

Annual Evaluation forms will be emailed this
year to save costs. Please be prompt in returning
them. We rely on your feedback to improve the
program and to communicate to funders the value
the program brings to our participants.

Welcome New Board Members

Dennis Hill learned about Kids ‘n Kinship
through his participation in
the Christian Elder Memorial
900 Charity Ride. Dennis is
a 4-year participant, having
ridden the full 900 miles
three times! Dennis, who
resides in Bloomington, MN,
is named the Board Treasure
and comes with great
experience. He is currently
the Vice President of Finance
at Elder-Jones Inc. and has previously served as
a volunteer Treasurer and Finance Board
member at Normandale Hylands United
Methodist Church and as the Treasurer and
Board Member of the Bloomington Jaycees.
Dennis will bring his practical, analytical and
financial knowledge to his board position.

Lanny Stappis a past
Kids ‘n Kinship mentor,
having mentored two boys
prior to becoming a board
member. Lanny was
matched with his most
recent mentee for 5 years,
up until he was
successfully launched to
college! Lanny is a retired
3M logistics manager. Lanny has extensive
additional volunteer experiences at Meals on
Wheels, as an ESL tutor, a board member for
the MOMS program and many church volunteer
positions. Lanny’s heart for giving to others
and his sense of humor will be a great addition
to the Kids ‘n Kinship board.

“Like” Us on Facebook

Now there is a new way to keep in touch with
the program and to share information about the
program with your friends and families. Find us
on Facebook .com/kids-n-kinship. A very
special thanks to Thomson Reuters volunteers,
Amy Freiburger and John Notman for their
work in developing the page and educating us
on how to use it!



Match highlight:

Mentoring is such an awesome thing because it
enhances all of our lives in such a positive way.
We learn so much from each other and have fun
while doing it. Andrea

A couple years ago Kids ‘n Kinship had the
pleasure of getting to know two families. One -
a family of a delightful girl, who wanted a
mentor family she could get to know, talk with,
share interests with and have the opportunity to
do activities. Her mom very much supported her
desires and recognized the need for her daughter
to have

some time

away from

the stresses

in their

home. We

also met a

wonderful

family of

five. The

whole

family

wanted to be

involved

some of the

time with

the main

mentors

Andrea, Rachel, Kali and Darlene

being the mom and 14 year old and 10 year old
daughters. From the first day these two families
met, the child’s mom described a “very good
feeling”.

Jumping ahead to today — we find the match
going strong. Darlene is now 9 and loves to be
with Rachel, Kali and mom Andrea Ruhland.
Darlene’s mom cannot talk about the joy her
daughter is experiencing without stating her
gratefulness to the Ruhland family. To Darlene’s
delight, her mentor family came with pets — and
she loves animals.

Darlene went roller skating for the first time
at one of their first get togethers. Other
favorite times include hanging out at the
mentors home,

going to Kids ‘n Kinship events, going to
local fairs and parks, catching a movie or
play and being outdoors!

Darlene’s mom says she does not know how
to say Thank You enough — although she
does a great job when she tells us and the
mentors: “Andrea and her family are
absolutely beautiful people in and out — | am
so grateful
to have
them in our
lives and for
what they
do for my
daughter!”
She reports
that Darlene
is more
positive and
happier
since being
matched.
She says
“She loves
them — they
are good to
her and for
her— this is
SO important
for Darlene — every person in the family
is a wonderful role model — we are so
thankful”. Mom is particularly happy and it
is a highlight of the mentor experience - that
her daughter can witness a whole family
interacting together. And the mentors say “it
is really fun for us — she likes being with us;
we enjoy her so much and she fits right in
with our family — almost like a younger sister
for our daughters. She is a bright, energetic
and very smart girl”.

Congratulations on your two year
anniversary!



Rick Anderson’s Fundraiser —

a hugecsass!
Mentor Rick Anderson has spent most of his time
the past year collecting and refurbishing bicycles
and preparing for his sale which was held M8y 8
He was hugely successful in raising $5,000 which
he donated to Kids ‘n Kinship. Rick sold 88 bikes
and even had 20 children’s bikes left over that he

donated to other youth programs. The funding Rick

raised will help ensure more kids will receive
mentors this year! Thanks Rick!

Rick Anderson presents proceeds
to Kids ‘n Kinship Staff

Back to School Supplies

Thanks to a generous donation from the newly
opened Office Depot in Burnsville, Kids ‘n Kinship
has backpacks to distribute to children who need
them. Please contact your outreach worker to
request.

Save the Date

39 Annual Make a Difference Day ~ October 23 rd
Birthday Bag Blitz — in partnership with Cheerful
Givers and Thomson Reuters.

Thank You Donors

John Elder/ Christian Elder Memorial
Rick Anderson Bike Project Fundraiser
Moose Mile Charity donors

SKB Environmental Trust Fund
Lakeville Lions

Ameriprise % Mike Pelzel

So. Dakota Chapter of Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans

Community Shares % Thomson Reuters
Workplace Donors, Scott Berres, Cheri
Fox and Wendy Haroldson

Malt O Meal % MOM Cares Foundation
Food Perspectives %

3M Community Foudation

Kinship of Greater Minneapolis/COP
Kowalski's

LeJeune Steel

Food Perspectives

Shepherd of the Valley Church

Curtis Carlson Foundation

Steven Leuthold Family Foundation
TORO foundation % Mike Zenner
McKnight Foundation

Thank You Individual donors

Mike and Joan Andregg

Martin Knight

Kirsten Storlie

Sarah Gerber

Kathryn Beatty

Brian O’Rourke

Jolayne Lange

United Way Donor Designated funders:
*David Anderson *Dan Carey
*Mike Zenner *Beth Crain
*Janet Cady *Taud Hoopingarner
*Janet Lekson *Cheryl Spangler

Thank You In-kind Donors
Lakeview Bank
Tix for Tots

Thomson Reuters’ Volunteers Amy Freiburger

and John Notham

Patty Perfetti

Media Relations

Sam’s Club Apple Valley
Shakopee Jaycees

Minnesota Valley Humane Society
Best Buy Eagan



Merchants Bank 2010 Christian Elder
Memorial Ride for Kids ‘n Kinship

The 900-mile Christian Elder Memorial bicycle ride
began May 2% and raise&26,215for Kids ‘n
Kinship. This year the CEM Riders rode through
lowa and Nebraska, and finished in Apple Valley
on June 12th.

In addition to John Elder, Kids ‘n Kinship mentor,
this year’s riders were: Dennis Hill, Bloomington,
MN (entire 900 miles with Elder, fourth year),

Kathy Kelley, Chaska, MN (first 300 miles, first
year), Bob Benda, Ft. Worth, TX (first 300 miles,
second year), Jay Saterbak, Prior Lake, MN (second
300 miles, second year), Bob Porter, Phoenix, AZ
(third 300 miles, second year)And ever faithflf, 5
year, Gordy Clough was the support driver.

Elder, who has mentored 17-year-old Dante for six
years, says “You don’t need a lot of experience to
have a significant impact on a young person’s’life.
It is this impact that fuels Elder’s passion foe th
bike riding fundraiser, which is named in memory
of John and wife Sherry’s son who died
unexpectedly in 2007.

For inspirational stories and fun photos, check
out the Road Diary at www.cem900.com

Mentor match who hand made a pifiata are
greeted by John Elder.

Merchants Bank, Apple Valley was the primary
sponsor of the ride with support from many
other community groups and businesses. Kids ‘n
Kinship is grateful to be the recipient of the hard
work and effort of the team.

The financial support directly helps Kids ‘n
Kinship match volunteer mentors, couples and
families with children in need of support.

John Elder, the president of Elder-Jones, Inc., a
Minneapolis-based retail and restaurant
construction

company, says

“It's amazing

what a mentor can

do in a young

person’s life and,

in turn, what the

young person can

do for you.” Our

5" annual

“Welcome Home”

reception featured congratulations,
refreshments, photos of the trip and a fun time
with friends, supporters, family, mayors,
representatives and Kids ‘n Kinship participants.

Special thanks to Merchants Bank, Elder Jones,
Media Relations, and Sam’s Club Apple Valley
for your extraordinary support!

Thank you Christian Elder Memorial Donors!



Welcome New Matches

Katherine Laurie and Veronica

Deanna Kivi and Sophia

Pennie Bucilla and Kiara

Deb Kieschnick and Grace

Deb Sorenson and Quintessa

Beth Wiese and Jasmine

Darrin and Amy Bramwell and Tyler
Londa Beachem-Boren and Jim Boren and Robert
Melissa and Brett Lorenson and Marcus
Kim and Cory Evraets and Christopher
Kaitlyn Powell and Brittany

Holly and Mark Roth family and Myanna

Spring Event was a lot of fun!

We had the Minnesota Valley Humane Society
there with animals to meet, games in the gymn,
scrapbooking, swimming and a volunteer
appreciation lunch for our fantastic volunteers.

Scrapbooking Again!

Join us for another round of scrapbooking with
Patty

Perfetti!

We'll be

meeting

Saturday

Sept. 11,

10:30 am -

12 pm at

the

Galaxie

Library in Apple Valley (14955 Galaxie Ave.).
Basic getting started supplies provided,

but bring your photos, ticket stubs, &
scrapbooking journal! No experience neccesary,
instruction provided.

Fall Chat Group for Mentors Only.

Our next chat group will beThursday Sept. 9th,
6-7:30 pm at the Heritage Library in Lakeville
20085 Heritage Dr. Join us for a fascinating
discussion on the challenges of boundaries in
your relationships with your mentee and their
parent or guardian. We'll talk about the role of a
mentor (what iis and what iisn'tand how to
stand your ground when necessary about this,
how to deal with delicate issues such as being
your mentee's confidante, when your mentee
asks about sexual topics, and how best to
manage your relationship with both mentee and
parent/guardian.

Kids 'n Kinship Ambassadors

Welcome new ambassadors Janice Kehnemann,
Kathy Beatty, John Elder and new board
members Lanny Stapp & Dennis Hill! We really
appreciate your willingness to step up and help
us spread the word about Kids 'n Kinship! At
our recent training & brainstorm session in June,
we discussed new contacts and projects for
ambassadors, including a planned updating of
our display board! Thanks to our ambassadors
efforts, we've had 20 new matches already this
year! The mentors keep coming in, but so do
the children needing mentors as we've got 76
children waiting for a mentor as this newsletter
goes to print. Want to join our team and help us
recruit new mentors? Contact Ingrid Henry at
ihkinship@aol.com or 952-891-3885.



