Kinship

952-892-6368
www.kidsnkinship.org

Jan Belmore — Director
Email: jbkinship@aol.com
Phone: 952-892-6368

Rita Younger — Program Coordinator
Email: rykinship@aol.com
Phone: 651-686-0990

Dawn Scouton — Kinship Coordinator
Email: scoutonwrap@comcast.net
Phone: 952-250-9308

Ingrid Henry— Kinship Coordinator
Email; ihkinship@aol.com
Phone: 952-891-3885

Kids ‘n Kinship’s mission is to provide friendships
children ages 5-16 who are in need of a positiveithd
role model.
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The Kids ‘n Kinship Director, Staff and Board of
Directors want to thank all volunteers who have
assisted the program and our youth this past year.
THANK YOU!

SPRING 2010
Newsletter

SPRING OUTING
AND VOLUNTEER
APPRECIATION DAY

Please join us for a fun time and
celebrate our wonderful volunteers

Sunday, April 25th, 2010
11:00 a.m.- 1:30 p.m.
Minnesota Valley YMCA
13850 Portland Avenue South, Burnsville
952-898-YMCA

11:00 - 11:15 Sign In and get new member cards
Visit with Humane Society animals

11:15-12:30 Swimming

11:15-1:15 Scrapbooking, basketball, floor hockey

12:15-12:45 Volunteer Appreciation lunch Group 1

12:45-1:15 Volunteer Appreciation lunch Group 2

1:15 - Anouncements and Goodbyes

Who can attend? Volunteers/children who are matched
and their families, waiting list children and thparent
and siblings who live in the household. This reat
opportunity for the children to thank their mentors

You MUST pre-register in order to be admitted.
An adult must accompany all children at all times.
Please specify if you plan to scrapbook.

RSVP by April 15th to 952-892-6368

Note: No cutoffs or floatation devices are allowed in the
pool. (Life jackets are okay.) Non-marking solesyo

and no street shoes on the gym floor. Please pduog
own towel and padlock if desired.

Welcome New Matches
Jennifer Franta and Dawn
Lia Quinn and Kaylie
Jim Power and Isaiah
Sharon Brekke and Amanda
Jennifer and Bob Gansler and Ashmin
Karin Anton and Valley
Cindy Koehler and Rebekah
Kathy and Marty Prow and
Justin and Stephen



Thank You Donors

Pearsons

Target Stores

Northern Dakota Chapter of Thrivent

Financial for Lutherans

Southern Dakota Chapter of Thrivent

Financial for Lutherans

Burnsville Breakfast Club Rotary

Catholic Community Foundation

Christus Victor Church

Burnsville Sno Mo Kades

Burnsville Women of Today

C.H. Robinson Worldwide

Farmington Rotary

Kinship of Greater Minneapolis COP

Lakeville Rotary Club

Minnesota Statewide Touchstone Energy Award
Shepherd of the Valley in memory of Joe Henry
Thomson Reuters in honor of Wendy Haroldson

Dawn Scouton and Mary Pramman, from the Burns\Willemen of
Today present a check to Jan Belmore, director.

Thank You Individual Donors

Steve Skramstad
Ameriprise % Mike Pelzel
United Way Designated Donors
Thomson Reuters Workplace donors;
Cheri Fox, Scott Berres, Wendy Haroldson
General Dyamics % Kirsten Storlie
Blue Cross Blue Sheild%
Barbara Anderson, Deanna Guse

Thank You In-Kind Donors

Lakeview Bank Media Relations

Tix for Tots Patty Perfetti

Kids ‘n Kinship was a recipient of 900 books dowulate
by theApple Valley Barnes and Noble

Winter Outing was Cool!

Special Thanks to the American Legion Auxiliary tUni
#1776 for sponsoring the new activity of ice skagtat
the Burnsville Ice Center. Thanks to the volurdegino
helped with the activities and to the Burnsvill@an
Shakopee Jaycees.

The Bat Cage

The Bat Cage is run by long time mentor Todd
Stephenson opens April 5 at the fairgrounds in
Farmington and it is lots of fun! There are baftoages
(high school/adult, Little League and Softball)otioall,
basketball and air hockey games, new arcade gamdes a
some oldfavorites (Pac Man, Donkey Kong, Space
Invaders), and Todd says he will give a free taien
every Kids ‘n Kinship kid who comes with their merit
The Bat Cage is a place for kids to hang out and to
improve their skills. Visit
www.thebatcagefarmington.comfor details.

Berean Baptist

A special thank you to the Berean Baptist Youthu@ro
for another wonderful donation of Match Boxes! The
Match Boxes are given to the child when they mieeit t
mentors. Included in the plastic keepsake boxare
notebook/diary, calendar, pencil, notecards a toyacd
game, as well as information on seatbelt safety and
handouts for mentors and parents. The childreamoft
keep ticket stubs, cards and other remembrandaseds
with their mentors in the box. We love to sedlad!
items they collect over the months and years they a
matched. The Youth Group does a terrific job in
purchasing and assembling the Match Boxes — this
project is very important to Kids ‘n Kinship and aee
grateful to Berean Baptist church in Burnsville floeir
SIXTH year of providing this important service tslu
THANK YOU!



Match Highlight
Taizaya and Her Mentor:
Oh the Places We Will Go!

Taizaya and her mentor Janice are coming up on thei
1-year anniversary of being matched together, a yea
they have enjoyed immensely. When | talked with
them about their experience together, a theme erderg
for me: all the many fun places they have gone
together. To pick just a few of their favoritdsey
enjoy bowling, going to the park, scrapbooking,
swimming at the YMCA, baking, taking Janice’s dog
Gizelle

(whom

Taizaya calls

“Bobo”

because she

reminds her

of another

dog by that

name) to the

dog park,

going to

dance class,

visiting the

library,

attending the

Dakota

County Fair,

and going to

a show at the

Stages

Theater in Hopkins.

They've connected easily and though they can beth b
shy with others, when they're together they opemup
lot and become quite talkative. Janice appreclabes
bright Taizaya is and loves when Taizaya read®to h
in the car after they’ve been to the library. Bga&

says Janice is like a big sister to her and sheat!

her friends about all of the fun places they gartd

all the new things she’s tried, including bakinglep
crisps, scrapbooking, and bowling. Janice knows
Taizaya's favorite foods (ice cream and strawbs)rie
and Taizaya has taught Janice how to make smoothies
Janice has also learning a lot about parentinggskil
child safety, and how to talk with children about
everything from Santa Claus to making ice cream
cake.

Looking into the future, they expect to go to samev
fun places, like possibly the Waterpark of Amerca
trying rollerskating together at Skateville. They’

also exciting to attend our spring outing at the MN
Valley YMCA in Burnsville and our summer outing at

YMCA Camp Streefland in Lakeville. Janice looks
forward to their continued friendship and also her
connection to Taizaya’s family.

All'in all it has been a rewarding experience fer and
she believes strongly, like Taizaya’s mother Ti#naf
“kids who have activities to do stay out of trodlde
it's easy for her to see the difference a mentarroake.
Tiara can attest to the difference Janice has nmde
Taizaya’s life: “She is really happy now. She'ways
exciting to see Janice every weekend.” And not only
that, but Taizaya is excelling in reading at scraul
doing better in math, and she’s also opening upertwr
Tiara at home. They are all hoping that more peogll
volunteer to mentor a child - just a little bittohe and
a lot of fun and great things can be done!

Share Your Story

Kids ‘n Kinship is looking for anyone who wantstédk
with others about the power of mentoring. As
ambassadors for Kids 'n Kinship, these voluntdestp
us by tabling at community events, speaking to cies,
businesses, and individuals, and just getting thilw
out about how a little effort can make a big diffiece to
a child. You can participate as much as you wadt an
you can bring your mentee if he or she wants toesha
about how great mentoring is. We will have a tragni
for interested participants to clarify the role ahscuss
how you are uniquely able to bring in new mentorsu
don't have to love public speaking or be a marketin
expert, we just need passionate people to helpresd
the word about Kids 'n Kinship. Help recruit masto
for the more than 70 kids on our waitlist! If irésted,
contact Ingrid Henry at 952-891-3885 or
ihkinship@aol.com

Spring Mentor Chat Group (Mentors only)

Join us for a Mentors only chat group: ThursdayilAp
29, 5:30-7 pm. at Wescott Library. Connect witheoth
mentors facing the same issues you are, share lupgom
Spring activity ideas and enter the ‘freebie’ dragviwe
will have a presentation by NAMI (National Allianca
Mental lllness) on mentoring with children and ygun
teens dealing with ADD, ADHD, depression, persdwpali
disorders, suicide prevention, etc. Reminder, the
programs expectation is attendance at two chatggaer

Don't miss it! To R.S.V.P. email rykinship@aol.com
call Rita at 651-686-0990

Free first Saturday a&Walker Art Center — geared to
ages 6-12 and goes from 10-3 pm — more information
www.walkerart.org or 612-375-7600.



Hands On Twin Cities Volunteer Expo

Kids 'n Kinship staff and volunteers had a wonderfu
time at the 5th annual Hands On Twin Cities
Volunteer Expo held at the Mall of America, Satyrda
February 20. Hands On Twin Cities hosts the
Volunteer Expo each year to inspire participants to
seek out more ways to get involved in volunteering.
We had many visitors to our booth and many took
handouts or signed up for more information. Thank
to all our generous volunteers who took time tk tal
with people about Kids 'n Kinship and mentoring:
Kirsten Storlie, Kathy Beatty, Josefa Gaona-Pacheco
Patsy Ryan, Karen Anderson, Dan Carey, Lia Quinn,
Janet Lekson, and Trent and Nicole Larson. Thanks
also to their mentees who shared what it's likestee

a mentor: Malia, Adrianna, Kenetta, Justin and iyl

Kids ‘n Kinship Wins State Award

In January, Dakota Electric Association named Kids
Kinship as the local 2009 Touchstone Energy
Community Award winner. All of the local Award
winners were then eligible to be considered for a
statewide award. Kids ‘n Kinship won as the state
winner! On March 1,Kids ‘n Kinship accepted the
2010 Minnesota Statewide Touchstone Energy
Community Award during the Minnesota Rural
Electric Association’s annual meeting in St. Paidn
Belmore, Kids ‘n Kinship director,along with Kathmry
Scheele and Janet Lekson, Board member, accepted
the award in front of the audience of electric
cooperative board and staff members.

Kathryn Scheele, Jan Belmore, Director and Janet
Lekson, Board Member

Free first Saturday, Walker Art Center

Geared to ages 6-12 and goes from 10-3 pm — more
information www.walkerart.org or 612-375-7600
April 3 twist and shout
May 1 global games.

Save the date: Saturday June 12
Welcome Home party for the CEM 900
Bike Ride for Kids.

This year is the 5th year of the Christian Eldemideial
900 Ride for Kids (CEM900) named in loving memory
of John and his wife, Sherry’s, son. In additionhe
inspiration and the awareness of mentoring the ride
creates — is the financial support which directéjpls
Kids ‘n Kinship. Nearly $90,000 has been raised for
Kids 'n Kinship over the last four years and we &gl
on the way to another successful year. Mark your

calendar NOW because we want all mentor matches to
join in on the WELCOME HOME PARTY at Merchants
Bank in Apple Valley. Merchants is the title sponeb
the ride. Details on activities and times will beaur
website and sent to matches via enilitase contact
Rita if you would like to help plan the big party:
rykinship@aol.com

PUBLIC BIKE SALE

Saturday May 8" , 9 am to 1 pm

12738 Ethelton Way in Apple Valley

One of our great volunteer mentors, Rick Andersais,
been collecting bikes, receiving donated bikes, and
refurbishing them into great working order. Rickw
sell the bikes, children's and adults sizes, ajdiar
prices with all proceeds going to Kids ‘n KinshRrices
are $10 to $60 with many bikes in the $20 to $3Gea
There are a few premium bikes in the $100-$300eang
too. Questions: call Rick Anderson at 952-3229172
(special for mentors only - bike presale the Friday
before, email rykinship@aol.com for details)

Scrapbooking Fun

Join us for our quarterly scrapbooking sessios, tihie
as an option at the Spring Outing on Sunday Af&tih2
Please let us know in your RSVP to the Spring auitin
you plan to spend some time scrapbooking.



