
KIDS ‘N KINSHIP

360 COMMUNITIES DAKOTA COUNTY

Page 10A February 5, 2010 ROSEMOUNT TOWN PAGES

The number of home fore-
closures showed a significant
decrease in Dakota County in
2009. It is the first decrease in
numbers since 2000, according
to information released this
week by the Dakota County
Sheriff’s Office.

Whether that downward
trend will continue in 2010 is
not known. Through the first
22 days of January, the sher-
iff’s office had scheduled 184
sales, which does not appear
to be encouraging.

One mortgage specialist in
Hastings, however, believes
there is some encouraging
news that the trend will con-
tinue.

In 2009, the sheriff’s office
handled 1,859 sales, a decrease
of about 10 percent from 2008,
when 2,052 sales were handled
by the office. The number of
foreclosures handled in 2009
continues to reflect a huge
increase from 1999, when the
Sheriff's Office handled 199
sales.

From 1999 to 2007, the civil
division of the sheriff’s office
processed 2,663 sales, com-
pared to 5,598 from 2007 to
2009.

Why the decrease last year?
The sheriff’s office staff

believes part of it is that for
some banks and financial lend-
ing institutions, there was a
moratorium and postponement
of foreclosures.

“That’s what we are hearing
from the people, the attorneys
we deal with,” said Sgt. Rob
Shingledecker, head of the sher-
iff’s office civil division.

As for the increasing num-
bers of mortgage foreclosures
within the past 10 years, culmi-
nating in 2008, Shingledecker
believes there are several rea-
sons.

“Part of it is the economy,”he
said. “Some people bought
homes for $250,000 to $300,000,
and then they decreased in
value. For some, they paid the
sub prime rates, such as interest
only.”

Then, the time period ended
for the special deals ended and
the mortgage holders had a
more difficult time making the
payment, Shingledecker said.

Troy Weathers, mortgage
consultant with North
American Banking Co. said
there are other factors begin-
ning to occur. He considers the
signs that point to a hope the
number of foreclosures will at
least slow down.

“There was some stimulus
money that was released earlier
in the year,”he said.That helped
potential homeowners “get off
on the right foot,”he added.

During the past year and
continuing into January,
prospective buyers had the
opportunity to purchase homes
at low interest rates, resulting in
lower payments for some.

“This was a very good year
for us, with the low interest
rates,”Weathers said. “And then
there is the new stimulus money
which is coming, money desig-
nated for mortgages.”

How it works
The sheriff’s office becomes

aware of the sales when the law
firms (who file notice of the
sales for banks and lending
institutions) notify the office.
The sales are held at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday in the
law enforcement center lobby. It
is rare when someone other

than a representative of the
financial institution shows for
the sales, Shingledecker said.

If a homeowner pays off the
delinquent payments, the law
firm can postpone the sale. Or if
the homeowner files bankrupt-
cy, that can stop the sale.

In most cases, after the fore-
closure sale occurs, there is a
redemption period of six
months in which the homeown-
er can repurchase the property.
The records of the sales and
Certificates of Redemption
notices are on file in the Dakota
County Property Records
Division.

According to state law, the
homeowner has the right to
redeem the property from the
foreclosing lender. The home-
owner is allowed to stay in the
property for this time period.

The most common way a
homeowner is able to redeem
the cost is by selling the home,
assuming he or she has enough
equity. Occasionally, they are
able to obtain new financing.

When the redemption period
expires, homeowners must be
off the property.

Foreclosure sale schedules
are available on the Dakota
County web site at
www.co.dakota.mn. us/fore clo-
sures.There is a link at both the
sheriff’s office and the property
records sites.

Foreclosures were down in 2009

Dakota County mortgage 
foreclosures from 2000-2009

Mentoring program builds lasting relationships

For Mike Venner, being a
mentor is a long-term com-
mitment.

Venner has spent the past 11
years volunteering for Kids ‘n
Kinship, a Dakota County pro-
gram that matches adults and
families with children who need
an adult role model in their lives.
His first relationship lasted five
years until the boy went to col-
lege. The second, with a
Rosemount boy, is still going
strong after six years.

That boy is 13.
Not all Kids ‘n Kinship rela-

tionships last so long. The 37-
year-old group typically asks
volunteers for a commitment of
at least one year to provide some
stability for the  children they
mentor. But many relationships
grow well beyond that.

The first child Venner men-
tored lost some interest in his

regular meetings with Venner as
he got older. He wanted to spend
more time with his friends. Or
with girls. But they still stay in
contact and still get together
every once in a while.

Venner believes his presence
in the young man’s life made a
difference.

“I’ve been told by his mom
and his grandma I had an influ-
ence on him,”Venner said.“I got a

very nice letter from his grand-
ma at one point.”

That’s the kind of impact the
program hopes for. Many of the
kids are referred to Kids ‘n
Kinship by school social work-
ers who believe they could bene-
fit from another adult influence.
Others are signed up by parents.

“Generally, the children in
our program are children who
need an additional positive role

model,” said Ingrid Henry, who
oversees Kids ‘n Kinship in
Rosemount. “Usually they are
from a single-parent home or
they live with grandparents or
another guardian.”

Often kids are referred
because they have started to act
out in school or because they are
having other problems.

“Our hope is we can provide
them the support they need so
they can thrive,”Henry said.

That isn’t always easy.
Finding mentors for the kids,
who typically range in age from
5 to 16, can be a challenge.There
are currently five kids in
Rosemount who are matched
with mentors.There are five who
are waiting. Some kids wait two
years or more before they’re
matched.

Henry said it’s especially dif-
ficult to find mentors for boys.
There are more boys than girls
referred to the program, and typ-
ically fewer men interested in
volunteering.

Kids ‘n Kinship also allows
families to volunteer. That can
provide an opportunity for a
couple’s children to act as sib-
lings, Henry said.

Serving as a mentor doesn’t
take a big commitment. Kids ‘n
Kinship asks volunteers to

spend an hour or two a week
with their kids. The group gets
free or discounted tickets to
sporting events and museums
and it sponsors group outings
for all of its volunteers several
times each year. On Sunday,
Kids ‘n Kinship sponsored an ice
skating party.

But a weekly get-together can
be as simple hanging out and
talking.

The rewards of even that sim-
ple interaction can be signifi-
cant.

“I want to show him there’s a
lot he can do, a lot he can accom-
plish,”Venner said.“There’s a lot
out there that these kids don’t
generally get a chance to do —
go to a sporting event or play a
musical instrument. This gives
them an opportunity to see a lot
of those things.”

The same is true for volun-
teers, who get to go apple pick-
ing or tubing. They get to do
things they wouldn’t necessarily
do with their adult friends.

“They get to have a fun time
and they get to feel like they are
making a difference in a child’s
life,” Henry said. “It’s a really
rewarding experience.”

For more information about
Kids ‘n Kinship visit kidsnkin-
ship.org.

Could you be a Kids ‘n Kinship
mentor? Here is just one of the kids
looking for a connection in
Farmington.

Emma, age 5, lives with her mom
and siblings in.  She can’t wait to
have a mentor of her own because
her older brother has been matched
with a mentor for over a year now.
Emma enjoys finding butterflies,
making snow angels and snowmen,
riding her bike, coloring and playing
dress up and imagination.  She
would love to learn to dance like a
ballerina.  Emma is a girly girl who
likes sports and animals too.  She is
waiting for an active individual or
couple (please with pets) to mentor
her.

More kids waiting for mentors■ Everyone benefits from
partnerships between 

mentors and local kids who
need role models

■ Numbers dropped 10
percent in 2009 from a

record high in 2008; 
foreclosures are still much

higher than in 1999
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A new name for a
changing world

After 40 years of service the
Community Action Council
has a new name. In January
the community service organi-
zation became 360
Communities. It will go under
the new moniker from here on
out.

President Mary Ajax said
the new name reflects the
cyclical relationship between
the community and the people
it helps. Additionally, she said
it honors the organization’s 40
years of community service.

“360 Communities honors
the beautiful rich history of
the organization and that it
takes the whole community to
help,”said Ajax.

After taking suggestions
the group’s board of directors
voted in November to change
the name to 360 Communities.
The new moniker was rolled
out for the public last week.

As a general rule Ajax said
the change should be seam-
less. The web site and staff e-
mails will change but Ajax

said old addresses will contin-
ue to be active.

“People really shouldn’t
notice,”said Ajax.

The organization also has a
new logo, a yellow bow design
accompanied by a human
shape. The logo features the
phrase “Changing lives and
strengthening communities to
a new degree.”

Rosemount Family
Resource Center director
Shira Rabinowicz said the
organization will keep the
same mission and vision as it
did with the old name.

“We will continue to do all
our good work, it’s still the
same organization just with a
better name,”she said.

The Family Resource
Center is run by 360
Communities. The center pro-
vides a number of services for
Rosemount and Apple Valley
families including a food shelf,
after-school programming and
financial services.

Community Action Council
was founded in 1970 by a
group of volunteers and has
grown since. The organization
offers more than 50 services in
communities throughout
Dakota and Scott counties
including food shelves, finan-
cial help, sexual assault servic-
es, domestic abuse safe houses
and support groups, child-care
resources and referral, and
violence prevention communi-
ty education.

■  Community Action
Council is changing its
name to reflect the rich

history of the organization
and step into future
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Sterner will seek a second
term in Minnesota House
State Representative Phil

Sterner has announced his
intention to run for re-election
to represent House District
37B in the Minnesota House of
Representatives. Sterner is
currently serving his first term
after winning the seat in
November 2008.

“It’s a privilege to represent
the citizens of eastern Apple
Valley and Rosemount in the
Minnesota House,” said Rep.
Sterner. “Legislative seats
belong to the citizens of the
district, and earning their trust
is one of the most important

parts of this job. I believe my
voting record matches the val-
ues of the district, and I know
my commitment to serving the
needs of our community is sec-
ond to none.”

Sterner stated that the
economy and jobs will be
major issues during the
upcoming election. He cited
his work on the House Jobs
Task Force and the Small
Business Caucus, both of
which are working to develop
ways to create a more favor-
able climate for job growth
and business development.


